
HOMEFRONT
HEADLINES

Stay up to date on all the
latest on our website,

Facebook, and Instagram.
Interested in sponsoring any

of our upcoming events?
Please reach out to our

Director of Development,
Laurie Erie, at

LErie@asymca.org.

Stay connected!

AUGUST 2026 PAGE 01

HAMPTONROADS.ASYMCA.ORG(757) 363-1884 @ASYMCA_HR

Armed Services YMCA of Hampton RoadsArmed Services YMCA of Hampton Roads

A message from Laura Baxter, ASYMCAHR Executive Director
I peek into one of the Summer Camp classrooms. A few of the children are around a
table working on a craft. A little girl is standing in the background just watching. One of
them turns around and sees her standing there. “Do you want to join us?” she says. The
young girl smiles brightly and joins the group. I don’t know how many times I have seen 

As we reach the halfway point of summer camp, we’reAs we reach the halfway point of summer camp, we’re
incredibly grateful to the community partners who areincredibly grateful to the community partners who are
helping make this summer unforgettable for our kiddos!helping make this summer unforgettable for our kiddos!
From a fun-filled trip to Hunt Club Farm and a sweet iceFrom a fun-filled trip to Hunt Club Farm and a sweet ice
cream donation from Wells Enterprises, to Dominioncream donation from Wells Enterprises, to Dominion
Energy’s support of a day at Owl Creek Landing and aEnergy’s support of a day at Owl Creek Landing and a
generous Chick-fil-A donation from Wayne Anderson of thegenerous Chick-fil-A donation from Wayne Anderson of the
Virginia Patriot Guard, our campers have been makingVirginia Patriot Guard, our campers have been making
memories and enjoying every minute of summer!memories and enjoying every minute of summer!

As we reach the halfway point of summer camp, we’re
incredibly grateful to the community partners who are
helping make this summer unforgettable for our kiddos!
From a fun-filled trip to Hunt Club Farm and a sweet ice
cream donation from Wells Enterprises, to Dominion
Energy’s support of a day at Owl Creek Landing and a
generous Chick-fil-A donation from Wayne Anderson of the
Virginia Patriot Guard, our campers have been making
memories and enjoying every minute of summer!

Our Community Is Making
Summer Brighter

his same scenario play out. Yes, taking care of each other and building a community is critical to
navigating through the challenges of military life. I feel such a sense of pride. And I smile, because I
know that our staff, at the Armed Services YMCA of Hampton Roads, is part of this community and
committed to helping our military families. Have a safe and wonderful rest of the Summer Season,
everyone! 
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/armed-services-ymca-hampton-roads/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.instagram.com/asymca_hr/
https://www.facebook.com/ASYMCAHR
https://www.instagram.com/asymca_hr/


Sometimes the biggest acts of generosity begin with a simpleSometimes the biggest acts of generosity begin with a simple  
conversation.conversation.

A few weeks ago, Florence Reese, a member of theA few weeks ago, Florence Reese, a member of the  
Daughters of the American Revolution, stopped by the ArmedDaughters of the American Revolution, stopped by the Armed  
Services YMCA of Hampton Roads with a thoughtful donation…Services YMCA of Hampton Roads with a thoughtful donation…
a check, several children's books, and mouthwash for oura check, several children's books, and mouthwash for our  
Patriot's Pantry. During a brief tour of our facility, Florence askedPatriot's Pantry. During a brief tour of our facility, Florence asked  
a simple but powerful question, “What else can I do to help?”a simple but powerful question, “What else can I do to help?”

That conversation led to an extraordinary gift.That conversation led to an extraordinary gift.

Shortly after her visit, Florence made a generous charitable stock transfer providing enoughShortly after her visit, Florence made a generous charitable stock transfer providing enough
support to sustain our Patriot's Pantry for approximately three months, ensuring military familiessupport to sustain our Patriot's Pantry for approximately three months, ensuring military families
facing food insecurity have access to the groceries and essential household items they need.facing food insecurity have access to the groceries and essential household items they need.

We are incredibly grateful for Florence's generosity, her heart for service, and her desire to makeWe are incredibly grateful for Florence's generosity, her heart for service, and her desire to make
a lasting difference in the lives of military families.a lasting difference in the lives of military families.

Did you knowDid you know that one of the most tax-efficient ways to support the Armed Services YMCA of that one of the most tax-efficient ways to support the Armed Services YMCA of
Hampton Roads is by donating appreciated stock, and the process is often much simpler thanHampton Roads is by donating appreciated stock, and the process is often much simpler than
people realize. You may also be able to make a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) directlypeople realize. You may also be able to make a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) directly
from your IRA to the ASYMCAHR. If you are age 70½ or older, a QCD can satisfy all or a portion offrom your IRA to the ASYMCAHR. If you are age 70½ or older, a QCD can satisfy all or a portion of
your Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) while potentially reducing your taxable income.your Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) while potentially reducing your taxable income.

If you've ever considered making a charitable gift through a stock transfer, we'd love to talk withIf you've ever considered making a charitable gift through a stock transfer, we'd love to talk with
you. Please contact Laurie Erie, Director of Development, at lerie@asymca.org or 757-998-8772,you. Please contact Laurie Erie, Director of Development, at lerie@asymca.org or 757-998-8772,
who can guide you through the process. To ensure your gift is directed at the Armed Serviceswho can guide you through the process. To ensure your gift is directed at the Armed Services
YMCA of Hampton Roads, please let Laurie know of your plans before initiating the transfer.YMCA of Hampton Roads, please let Laurie know of your plans before initiating the transfer.

Your investment today can help strengthen the military families who sacrifice so much for ourYour investment today can help strengthen the military families who sacrifice so much for our
nation.nation.
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One Visit. Three Months of Impact.

"Be Somebody's Hero" 
Golf Tournament

Thursday, September 17, 2026
Sewells Point Golf Course

Shotgun Start at 11:30 am

Join us for this FUNraising event to support ASYMCAHR’s 
no- and low-cost programs and services for military families!

$165 PER PLAYER

18 Holes of Golf w/ Cart
Grab and Go Lunch
Swag Bag
HERO Bundle
Dinner
Awards Ceremony

18 Holes of Golf w/ Cart
Grab and Go Lunch
Swag Bag
HERO Bundle
Dinner
Awards Ceremony

Presented
by

Hosted by
USNAA Hampton Roads Chapter



PARTNER SPOTLIGHT
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Ooh La La! A Starry Night in Paris Creates Magical Memories 
The ASYMCAHR welcomed fathers and daughters and a handful of military families to a
magical Starry Night in Paris at the 2026 Father-Daughter Military Child Ball. Inspired by the
charm of Paris and Disney's Ratatouille, the evening featured elegant décor, Parisian-inspired
cuisine including Chicken Cordon Bleu à la Remy and Linguini's Lucky Pasta, creating an
unforgettable experience for fathers, daughters, and military children.

The evening was filled with meaningful moments as fathers accompanied their daughters to
select fresh flowers to create beautiful bouquets before families enjoyed designing their own
chef hats and aprons. Throughout the night, the dance floor remained packed while guests
captured memories at the photo booths and indulged in a crowd-favorite dessert station
featuring warm, delicious funnel fries.

More than just a celebration, this annual event provided fathers and daughters, active-duty
parents and military children with an opportunity to strengthen bonds and create lasting
memories together. The Armed Services YMCA of Hampton Roads extends its sincere
appreciation to our generous sponsors, volunteers, community partners, and staff whose
support made this enchanting evening possible.



GIVE TODAY!
Every military family deserves
peace of mind knowing their
child is cared for in a safe,
supportive environment. A gift of
$100 sponsors one child for a full
week of Before & After School
Care, providing a place where
they can learn, grow, and thrive
while their parents serve our
nation. Help us to continue to
put military families first, and
together, we can ease the
challenges of military life and
create brighter futures for those
who sacrifice so much.
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